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Minutes of the Meeting of  
Tetsworth Parish Council  
Held in the Memorial Hall  

at 7.30pm on Monday 13 March 2017 
 

Present:   Cllr. Karen Harris (KH) – Chair 
Cllr. Alan Martin (AM) 
Cllr. Hazel Bottone (HB) 
Cllr. Marjorie Sanders (MS) 
Cllr. Ted Peycke (TP) 

 
Officer:   Debra Duke (DD) 

  

238. Apologies for absence  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Carr. 
 

239. To receive Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
a. In accordance with the Local Code of Conduct to receive any declarations of 

disclosable pecuniary or non-disclosable pecuniary interests and to consider and 
grant any dispensation requests. 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

240. To APPROVE the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 13 February 2017 
RESOLVED: the minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2017 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendments:  

• Correcting date in minute 210 

• Expanding on abbreviation of NP in minute 222 
 
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Village Green Committee meeting held on 13 
February 2017 subject to the addition of adding parish councillors in the attendance. 

 

241. Matters arising from the Minutes not on agenda  
Councillor Bottone arrived during consideration of this item.  

 

242. Public Questions  
None received 
 

243. Update of Actions List   

Ref. Action Required Resp. Progress 

040/15 Publish Parish Tree Report on Tetsworth 

Parish Council (TPC) Website 

AM/MS Summer & winter photos being 

digitised 

32/16 Contact OCC Environment staff over 

materials at the Gate House development 

site 

KH OCC had served a planning 

contravention notice. KH contacted to 

check what had happened. No 

response will chase. Officer had visited 

and was satisfied that clean waste was 

being used as required. 

84/16 Warnings would be stencilled onto the 

ramp 

HB To be completed.  

86/16 To send a further letter to those residents 

with more detail to help identify the 

issues.   

MS/DD Reassess hedge growth at the end of 

bird nesting season.   
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93/16 Use the PATCH budget to purchase more 
bark.   

 Apr 2017 once the ground was drier 

96/16 If application P16/S2350/O was 
considered at committee to request to 
speak. 

 Continue 

08/17 Internal Control procedures and checklist 
to be completed 
 

All March 2017. To be completed after the 

meeting 

14/17 Neighbourhood Planning meeting report 
circulated to parish councillors 

KH  

15/17 Inform PCSO about parking on pavement 
near 26/28 High Street 

Clerk COMPLETE. To update the information 

to the PCSO 

 

244. To RECEIVE District Councillor’s Report  
Councillor Harrod presented a report.  It noted a planning application refusal in Sonning 
Common that had stated the Neighbourhood Plan as a reason.  He also mentioned the 
Better Oxfordshire proposal which would establish a unitary council.  
 
It was hoped that the Local Plan would be debated at full Council in March.  A Preferred 
Options event was being held on 28 March.  Parish Councillor Harris would be attending.  

 

245. To RECEIVE County Councillor’s Report  
Councillor Carter presented a report.  There would be an upgrade to the Fix My Street 
website which would make it more user friendly.   
 
OCC had proposed a 5 per cent increase in council tax.  Three percent for the social care 
element and 1.99 percent for other services.   
 

246. To RECEIVE Reports from Parish Councillors 
With reference to action 07/17 to write to SODC Planning Enforcement about 31 Marsh End 
had been undertaken with a standard reply letter received and dated 1 February 2017.  
However, since this reply it had become clear that SODC Planning Enforcement would only 
look into the issues with the planning matters.  They would not look into the hedge removal 
issue.  It was therefore proposed to write to the Countryside Team, who would investigate 
the removal of the Tetsworth Common boundary hedge.  It was also noted that Green Barn 
had also recently removed Tetsworth Common boundary hedge.  This issue would also be 
included in the letter.   

 
Councillors expressed their disappointment that the fact that the hedge issue would not be 
dealt with by planning enforcement had not been raised with the clerk or referred to the 
appropriate officer in SODC.   
 
Councillor Peycke had handed in his resignation as a parish councillor.  The clerk would 
commence actions as required. 
 
RESOLVED: 

• To write to SODC Countryside team to ensure that the removal of Tetsworth Common 
boundary hedges is investigated. 

• To contact the SODC Planning Enforcement Officer before a decision is made to ensure 
he was aware of the additional letter 

• To commence the actions required to replace a parish councillor. 
 

247. To APPROVE renewal of domain name 
RESOLVED: To approve the renewal of the domain name www.tetsworthparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

248. To APPROVE the advertisement and recruitment to the position of Clerk and RFO 

http://www.tetsworthparishcouncil.co.uk/
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The clerk’s family were moving away from the area in the summer.  It was therefore agreed 
to begin recruiting to the position now.  The council agreed to continue to employ one person 
as both clerk and RFO.   
RESOLVED: To begin recruiting to the position of Clerk and RFO and to approve the 
following documents for circulation   

a. Job description 
b. Person specification 
c. Advert- to be placed on the parish council’s website; on OALC’s website. 
d. Timetable- deadline for application to be received by 5pm on Tuesday 25 April 2017 

 

249. To RECEIVE and APPROVE the Monthly Financial Report  
The clerk presented the final monthly report of the financial year 2016/17.  The following 
points were made: 

• Donations underspent by £650 

• Tree maintenance underspent by £760 

• PATCH underspent by £898; however, this money had been allocated to purchase 
bark chippings.  This would now be purchased after the end of this financial year to 
ensure it was done in better weather conditions. 

• Village hall rental had overspent due to receiving 3 years worth of invoices in April 
2016. 

• A VAT reclaim would be submitted.  

• Quickbooks as this was no longer used for managing the accounts. 
 

a. To approve any reserves or virements 
Councillors discussed the reserves and agreed to ringfence amounts for PATCH and 
skate ramp repairs.  A budget had already been agreed for bark replacement.   
 

b. Note S137 limits for 2017/18 
The section 137 limit had increased for 2017/18 from £7.42 to £7.57. 
 

RESOLVED:  Approved the following reserves 
£4,500 for PATCH refurbishment (plus £1500 already approved). 
£1000 for bark for PATCH (£900 already approved) 
£1,500 in a skate ramp reserve 
 

250. To APPROVE expenditure and sign cheques/approve electronic payment 
In discussion it was agreed that only one copy of the Clerks and Councils Direct publication 
would be ordered for the next year.   
 
RESOLVED:  To approve payment and authorise signatories for the following  

a. Salary and expenses  £353.55 
b. HMRC    £5.60 
c. OALC membership  £133.07 
d. Domain name   £14.40 

 

251.  To CONSIDER information as required about the Oxfordshire Unitary proposals 
SODC and Vale of White Horse district councils were now supporting a single unitary 
council for Oxfordshire.  Area boards would be established to give more local 
accountability.  The exact areas would depend on a number of factors, such as geography, 
communities.  The amount of executive powers and/or delegated powers and functions of 
the Area Boards was not decided.  
 
These would provide an opportunity for parish councils to influence district council 
functions.  It was anticipated that at the end of March a plan would be sent to the DCLG. 

 

252. PATCH/Skatepark  
a. Update from HB for PATCH and Skatepark  
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Sam Stonehouse had volunteered to lead a project to refurbish the PATCH.  In order 
to do this grants would be needed.  However, it was important to engage with parents 
and children to understand what is needed.  OCVA was running a training session 
titled “Researching and Prioritising Funders”.  Sam had confirmed she was available 
to attend the session.  It was agreed to fund the training on 6 April at a cost of £50.  
 
RESOLVED: To fund OCVA training for Sam Stonehouse on 6 April, at a cost of £50 

 

253. Planning   
 
To DISCUSS the following planning appeal and APPROVE any actions as required: 

a. P15/S3936/FUL Land adjacent London Road Tetsworth Oxon OX9 7BB 
Change of use from agricultural land to provide; Proposed traveller site with provision 
for twelve individual plots with individual parking, individual amenity, shared paddock 
/ amenity space and bin storage areas 
No update 
 

To APPROVE responses to the following Planning Applications:   
b. P17/S0836/HH, for development work at the following location: Nap Cottage 33 

Chiltern View Tetsworth 
RESOLVED: To submit no objections 
 

c. P17/S0814/MPO, for development work at the following location: Land at Chestnut 
Farm Moreton 
Not Tetsworth Parish Council  

 To NOTE Planning Decisions made by SODC:   
d. 17/S0003/HH; Longdew Thame Road Tetsworth OX9 7DA; Single storey extension 

to rear of garage Permission granted. Parish council supported the application. 
 
To RECEIVE Planning Correspondence/Information:   

e. P16/S2350/O - High Street, Tetsworth  
The applicant had submitted a report by a drainage consultant.  The deadline for a 
decision was 24 March.  
 

254. To RECEIVE an update about the Tetsworth Neighbourhood Plan 
John Gilbert presented an update: 

• The launch of the village questionnaire would be on 1 May.   

• An application for a grant to SODC had been made but no response yet.   

• The revised consultation on the area would end on 3 April.  

• The team undertaking this project was still 12 people.  
 
ACTIONS:  
To link the Neighbourhood Planning questionnaire from the parish council website in time for 
the launch.  
 

255. To APPROVE the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire 
Will be launched on 1 May 2017.  
 

256. To CONSIDER any issues about the Village Environment 
a. Water leak Parkers Hill 

This had been investigated and it was a natural spring.   
 

b. Other issues 
The issues with the ditch on the green had been resolved for now.  Properties beside 
the ditch on the Green would be contacted about the responsibilities to maintain the 
ditch. 
 
The collapsed village road sign had been reported.   
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257. Correspondence  
Items received for discussion and/or as previously emailed 

a. River Thames Conservation Trust meeting- 22 March, 6:30pm. 
b.  B4012 Thame Park Rd – Investigation works 
c. M40 CEG thank you for the donation received from the parish council.   
d. SODC media release - Business leaders inspired by a local world leader 
e. SODC media release - 46 Young Achievers awarded in South Oxfordshire 
f. SODC MEDIA RELEASE: Council tax frozen and more than a million to support 

community projects 
g. OALC newsletter 

 

258. Other Matters for Discussion  
 

259. To APPROVE the date for the Annual Meeting of the Parish (required to be held 
between 1 April and 1 June inclusive) 

 

260. Date of the Next Meeting - Monday 10 April 2017 
 

261. To Close the Meeting The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
 

262. Open Forum  
 

 
 CHAIRMAN 
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Actions 

Ref. Action Required Resp. Progress 

040/15 Publish Parish Tree Report on Tetsworth 

Parish Council (TPC) Website 

AM/MS Summer & winter photos being 

digitised 

32/16 Contact OCC Environment staff over 

materials at the Gate House development 

site 

KH OCC had served a planning 

contravention notice. KH contacted to 

check what had happened. No 

response will chase. Officer had visited 

and was satisfied that clean waste was 

being used as required. 

84/16 Warnings would be stencilled onto the 

ramp 

HB To be completed.  

86/16 To send a further letter to those residents 

with more detail to help identify the 

issues.   

MS/DD Reassess hedge growth at the end of 

bird nesting season.   

93/16 Use the PATCH budget to purchase more 
bark.   

 Apr 2017 once the ground was drier 

96/16 If application P16/S2350/O was 
considered at committee to request to 
speak. 

 Continue 

15/17 Inform PCSO about parking on pavement 
near 26/28 High Street 

Clerk COMPLETE. To update the information 

to the PCSO 

16/17 To write to SODC Countryside team to 
ensure that the removal of Tetsworth 
Common boundary hedges is investigated 

MS  

17/17 To contact the SODC Planning 
Enforcement Officer before a decision is 
made to ensure he was aware of the 
additional letter 

MS  

18/17 To commence the actions required to 
replace a parish councillor 

Clerk Contact SODC for advice 

19/17 To begin recruiting to the position of Clerk 
and RFO 

Clerk  

20/17 To fund OCVA training Clerk Book place for 6 April course 

21/17 To link the Neighbourhood Planning 
questionnaire from the parish council 
website in time for the launch 

Clerk To do for 1 May 

22/17 Properties beside the ditch on the Green 
would be contacted about the 
responsibilities to maintain the ditch. 

  

 


