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Present  
Councillors:  

  

Karen Harris – Chairman  

Hazel Bottone  

Paul Carr 

Alan Martin  

Ted Peyke 

Marjorie Sanders  

          

Minutes Clerk:       John Gilbert  

 

In Attendance:            Cllr Steve Harrod (SODC) 

              Cllr Nick Carter (OCC) 

              Cllr David Wilmshurst (OCC)     

 

Members of the public:            33  

  

1. Apologies for Absence  
 

There were none. 

  
2. Welcome & Annual Report by Parish Council Chairman – Karen Harris.  

 

Welcome to the Annual Parish Meeting. Thank you all for attending tonight, and I trust that you will find the meeting 

both interesting and informative. It will follow the format of a series of reports by Tetsworth village organisations 

covering their activities and plans for the future. 

 

This has been a very busy year for your Parish Council with business covering such topics as planning, the village 

environment, cost cutting by the County Council, the play area and skate-ramp, and inconsiderate parking of vehicles, 

especially near the junction of Swan Gardens with the High Street at school drop-off and pick-up times. 

 

In April, we engaged a new Parish Clerk, Debra Duke, who has taken over from Sarah Pullen who stepped down a year 

ago. Debra is a fully qualified and experienced clerk and we look forward to a long and happy association. For the past 

year and tonight, John Gilbert has acted as our Minutes Clerk on a voluntary basis. 

 

Two new Councillors have also joined the Council after David Nixey stepped down prior to the last election and a 

further vacant position needed to be filled. Paul Carr and Ted Peyke joined the Council unopposed.  

 

We have reviewed 18 Planning Applications of various sizes, with two generating much discussion. The Mount Hill 

Farm application for 39 dwellings was refused by SODC, but the developers went to appeal which was heard at a 

Public Inquiry in the Village Hall over three days last month. The inspector’s report is expected in the next 4 to 6 

weeks. The second Planning Application that caused most concern within the village was the proposal for a Traveller 

Site alongside the A40 approximately 800 metres from the village boundary. A Village Meeting in January was 

attended by 200 residents reflecting the overwhelming view that the application should be refused. Responding to a 
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request at the meeting, residents submitted literally hundreds of letters of objection to SODC. Both your Parish 

Council and SODC subsequently refused planning permission and we await any further news of this application. 

 

A further proposal for development of around 50 dwellings on part of the Car Boot Sale site is on the drawing board, 

although it has yet to be submitted as a formal Planning Application. 

 

SODC Planning Enforcement staff have been requested to inspect what appears to be an occupied domestic dwelling 

within the Green Barn Stables site outside the village. SODC has granted a Certificate of Lawful Development without, 

seemingly, having visited the site, and contrary to documentary evidence identified by Councillor Sanders and another 

village resident. Your Council believes that SODC has made a major mistake and will be asking it to revoke its approval 

of the dwelling. We have submitted a formal complaint on this matter. 

 

Similarly, SODC Enforcement staff have been asked to review work being done in a field adjacent to the Toll House on 

the western boundary of the Parish. Planning permission was granted for stabling and the construction of a ménage, 

but so far it would seem that the field is being used as a dump for hard core and similar materials. 

 

The skate-ramp and its location have been the subject of much discussion. It required to be replaced following 

vandalism at the end of last summer; repair was not an acceptable solution. It location was considered to be too close 

to Victoria Gardens dwellings where residents had complained of noise disturbance and had proposed relocation of a 

replacement ramp away from their houses. A site at the back of PATCH has now been agreed and a new skate-ramp 

should be in place before the Village Summer Fete on 25 June. 

 

Your Council is arranging delivery of additional bark chippings to improve the PATCH surface. When it is delivered, we 

hope that a few village volunteers will assist in spreading it over the area. 

 

Paul Carr and a handful of village residents attended a Speedwatch training session to learn how to operate the 

monitoring equipment available on loan from Thames Valley Police. We are now looking for a volunteer to arrange 

monitoring sessions on the A40. As another road safety initiative, we have provided 30mph stickers for bins on the 

High Street to remind motorists of the speed limit. 

 

Following on from the Community Led Plan put together by a team led by John Gilbert a couple of years ago, our last 

Parish Council meeting decided to back the development of a Neighbourhood Plan for the village. We have been 

encouraged to do this by SODC and others. John Gilbert has volunteered to lead another team to produce the plan, 

and I would like to encourage villagers to come forward and join the group. A Neighbourhood Plan is an important 

document in the hierarchy of planning policies, and broadly based village input is essential. 

 

The Precept for the year 2016/17 is £15,200. This represents an increase of approximately 7%. We considered it 

necessary to raise the Precept to enable your Council to ensure that the necessary level of funding was available to 

maintain the village and its environment to a high standard. Many plans are in the pipeline to give more responsibility 

to Parish Councils for services such as maintaining verges and repairing minor roads. The additional funding should 

ensure that we are well prepared to take on these extra responsibilities.  

 

Since I became a Parish Councillor, and especially since becoming Chairman to the Council, the amount of 

administrative paperwork has risen at least ten-fold and it is increasingly difficult to fit it all in to one’s working life. I 

would like to thank the other members of the Council who are increasingly taking up individual items of business to 

spread the load. I would also like to thank John Gilbert for his help during the period when we did not have a Parish 

Clerk for over a year. I will be considering stepping down after 12 years on the Council at the end of this term next 

March. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 27th April 2015 to be signed as a correct record.  
 

       Resolved:  To accept the minutes as a true record and sign - UNANIMOUS.  

  

4. Report from District Councillor – Stephen Harrod.  
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Stephen Harrod had replaced Dorothy Brown as our SODC Councillor. He represents the Haseley Brook constituency 

which includes the Tetsworth parish area. He summarised his Parish Report for 2015/16, focussing on issues of 

relevance to Tetsworth. 

 

He highlighted the following issues: 

 

 SODC Cabinet work on the Corporate Services Project to extend the way it has worked with the Vale of the 

White Horse to deliver even greater efficiencies without degrading the services on offer. 

 

 The broad representation of SODC Councillors on committees, panels and external boards such as the 

Community Safety Partnership, the Local Enterprise Partnership and Chiltern Conservation Board. 

 

 SODC support for additional PCSOs and helping to raise Thames Valley Police’s position in the nationwide 

performance league table. 

 

 SODC’s continued top ranking in the national Recycling League Table and introduction of collection of fabrics 

and small electrical items. 

 

 Freezing of this year’s SODC element of Council Tax and maintain its Capital & Revenue Grants scheme. 

 

 Work is continuing on the development of SODC’s Local Plan 2031 which will provide policy for the provision of 

at least 15,000 new homes in the district over the next 15 years. Consultation on the Preferred Options is 

expected in the next few months. 

 

5.  Report from County Councillors – Nick Carter & David Wilmshurst  
 

Our OCC Councillors explained that they now represented the 2 member Thame & Chinnor constituency which includes 

the Tetsworth parish. Nick Carter usually dealt with issues within Thame itself, while David Wilmshurst focussed on the 

needs of the outlying villages. 

 

David Wilmshurst reported the continual financial pressures from Central Government on Local Government which 

predict that Oxfordshire will be required to save in excess of £70 million over the next 4 years. This would be set against 

the ever increasing demands for Adult and Children’s services which already account for 50% of OCC expenditure. 

 

Major changes already implemented included reducing director appointments by 50%, other senior managers by 40% 

and overall staff numbers by 30%. A number of corporate back-office functions such as IT, finance and HR were being 

delivered in partnership with Hampshire County Council, while OCC was undertaking Trading Standards for other 

counties on a repayment basis. Further joint working initiatives with Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire on 

transport and infrastructure were also being considered 

 

Nick Carter highlighted a number of topics of particular local relevance from the Oxford County Council Report, May 

2016. 

 

 The Oxfordshire District and City Councils had proposed the establishment of 4 quasi-unitary councils and the 

consequent abolition of OCC. In response, OCC had itself considered the creation of a unitary authority which 

could see the abolition of the District Councils. This impasse had resulted in the Districts and County Councils 

each commissioning independent studies with leading management consultants at a cost of around £100,000. 

These studies are due to report within timescales of weeks, but any resulting changes in Oxfordshire’s local 

government structures would probably take a number of years to be implemented. 

 

 OCC’s highways maintenance contractor had added the ‘Dragon’ to its pothole patching armoury. This machine 

could reduce the average cost of fixing a hole from £70 to £10.  

 

 The Oxfordshire Freight Gateway is a free online mapping tool linked to the National Freight Journey Planner 

enabling logistics managers and drivers of HGVs to plan the most appropriate routes for their loads and 

vehicles across the county. 
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 92% of children entering secondary schooling this year have been allocated places in their first choice school. 

98% have a place at one of their three preferred schools. This has been achieved against a surge of 

applications. 

 

  Recycling centres will be open until 8.00pm on Thursdays until 29 September. 

 

 Adult Social Care has been working with health service groups to create integrated locality teams. 

 

 Withdrawal of bus service subsidies would be implemented on 20 July. Service operators were considering the 

extent to which they would be able to continue to run services on individual routes. Meanwhile, OCC was 

developing a pilot scheme to utilise the down time on its own fleet to support priority transport needs not 

provided by other means. 

 

6. Tetsworth Community Led Plan – John Gilbert  

 
It’s now nearly a year and a half since we published the Tetsworth CLP – A Vision for the Next Decade.  

 

You will recall that we sought residents’ views on all aspects of village life and looked at documenting initiatives which 

would make Tetsworth an even more attractive and vibrant place to live.  

 

We looked at The Pace of Growth, Village Amenities, Community Life, Infrastructure and Services, and Environmental 

Issues. 

 

This resulted in 46 potential Actions to be followed up over the next decade. The Action Chart is displayed behind me 

and I will limit myself to saying that there has been some progress on about two thirds of the Actions, and some of 

them such as Broadband in the village have already been completed.  

 

However, there are still quite a few which have yet to start. Some of these need money to get them going, but some 

just need the injection of volunteer effort and commitment to get them underway.  

 

We are a community of approximately 500 adult residents. Could you give a little time to be webmaster on the 

Tetsworth PC website, or put together a new residents’ welcome pack, or start a local good neighbour scheme. If you 

think that you could help with any of the Actions, please let me know.  

 

7.  Tetsworth Neighbourhood Plan – John Gilbert 

 
We’ve got a CLP, so why do we need a Neighbourhood Plan? In short, we need one to shape the future growth of 

Tetsworth to suit our collective aspirations, and to have a statutory voice in determining future planning applications 

and development proposals. 

 

Essentially, NPs deal with local policies for future land use – whether it is for additional housing or business 

infrastructure, or preservation or enhancement of our green spaces. They form the third formal tier of the planning 

hierarchy under the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework and the District Council’s Local Plan (which is 

currently under development and may loosen the planning constraints on smaller villages such as Tetsworth). 

 

Recent planning issues in the village – the traveller site proposal, the Mount Hill Farm housing development, the 

prospect of more than 50 new homes on the car boot site, and use of unauthorised domestic accommodation outside 

the built-up area of the village – show that we as a community care about the extent, nature and location of growth. 

200 residents coming together at the village meeting in January shows just how much we care. Until we have a NP, our 

voice on what we want carries little weight and has no statutory backing. 

 

A dozen local residents have so far come forward to join me in launching a NP project for the village and we have 

already gained the support of the PC to act as our umbrella link with external agencies. Tonight, is the formal launch of 

our project which is likely to take more than a year to see it through to completion. So, the sooner we get on with it, 

the sooner we will gain our formal planning voice. 
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We will need to gather evidence to support our policies on future land use, and we will be seeking the views of all 

residents through surveys and questionnaires – using our CLP data on housing and business as a useful baseline. I will 

not cover such things as the NP development process, the financial and other benefits of having one, how much it will 

cost and how we ensure that we reflect the mood of the community. These things and more are spelt out on the 

display boards behind me. 

 

At the end of tonight’s meeting, please spend a few minutes looking at the NP display. I and my team colleagues will be 

pleased to answer your questions, but what we really want is for more of you to sign up to the team, and for all of you 

to tell us what you want to see in our NP by leaving your views on the Post-It notes on the tables. 

 

8.   Report from Community Policing Team – Inspector Mark Harling 
 

The parish of Tetsworth shares a Sergeant, 4 Police Constables and 5 Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) who 

provide Neighbourhood Policing across the Thame Sector. Sergeant Vicky Hoskin works from the Thame Police Base. 

 

Since 1 April last year, 2 burglaries, 5 thefts and 3 cases of criminal damage (including the vandalism to the village 

skate-ramp) have been reported. In addition, 36 traffic offences were recorded with motorists either being prosecuted 

or issued with fixed penalty notices. 

 

Tetsworth’s PCSO, Jacky Madden, trained a team of local volunteers to operate the Speed Indication Device which is 

available for periodic loan from Thame Police Base. After 10 years of service as a PCSO, Jacky Madden has now moved 

on to a new role within Thames Valley Police. Her successor is PCSO Natalie White. 

 

     9.    Need Not Greed Oxon 

 
Oxfordshire CPRE has been leading a campaign to moderate the growth aspirations of the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise 

Partnership (OxLEP) which published its aims in a Strategic Economic Plan (SEP) without a promised public consultation 

in 2014.  

 

OxLEP is currently undertaking a SEP Refresh exercise and has offered limited public consultation. The Need not Greed 

Oxon campaign is challenging the growth assumptions in the SEP and has invited parishes and other local organisations 

to support its views on the preservation of Oxfordshire as a rural community and its call for more sustainable 

development targets. The consultation remains open until 27 May, and Tetsworth residents were encouraged to 

register their opposition to the unwarranted extent of growth still included in the current version of the SEP. 

 

      10. Reports from Local Organisations:  

  

M40 Environmental Group – Ken Edwards  

 
The M40CEG was able to report progress on two fronts. 

 

Firstly, Ken Edwards announced that Highways England had formally launched a funded Photo-Voltaic Noise Barrier 

(PVNB) trial programme on 29 January.  The programme will install at least 6 different types of barrier at selected 

locations between J3 and J8 of the M40. 32 barrier locations, including Tetsworth, have been considered and the trial 

locations will be chosen on the basis of objective cost/benefit analysis. The benefits side of the equation takes into 

consideration the financial benefit of reduced noise (WebTAG Treasury tables), the value of electrical power generated, 

and the contribution of clean energy to carbon footprint reduction. It is not yet clear whether Tetsworth will satisfy the 

hurdle rate, but it is still in contention to be a trial site. The price paid for the power generated significantly affects 

cost/benefit analysis and an increase from 5p to 7p per Kwh would strengthen Tetsworth’s case. 

 

Ken Edwards also showed the results of Noise mapping at Tetsworth. Approximately a third of the housing stock falls in 

the extremely noisy or noisy categories. To reduce the number of houses remaining in the noisy category to fewer than 

20, 4m barriers topped with PV panels would be needed. 

 

Tetsworth Forest School – Pippa Ashton 
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The Tetsworth Outdoor Learning Centre (TOLC) site at the back of The Green has recently benefitted from a general 

‘spring clean’ and additional tree planting with the stock being provided by the Woodland Trust. The organisers are still 

looking for the donation of a lockable garden storage unit and hazel and willow sticks.  

 

Regular weekly Forest School sessions would be starting on Tuesday 7 June from 1030 to 1200. The cost of £3 per child 

will include fire and dough-stick bread. TOLC is training its own leader which should secure regular sessions well into the 

future. 

 

Tetsworth Primary School and Little Kites pre-school have both made use of the TOLC facility and welcome it as a great 

new asset for the village. 

  

PATCH Play Area and Skate-Ramp – Hazel Bottone 

 
  The PATCH equipment and surface are showing their age and both issues are being addressed. Minor repairs have been 

carried out on the larger equipment and some of the smaller play items have been removed due to their having become 

unsafe. With the help of external grants and earmarked Parish Council funding, we hope to replace these items 

gradually with more modern, robust equipment. Additional bark chippings have been ordered to refresh the PATCH 

surface. Please look out for posters asking for volunteers to help spread this when it arrives. 

 

The skate-ramp suffered irreparable damage due to vandalism last September and eventually led to its removal last 

month. A Giving Fund was set up by villagers to raise funds for its replacement. This money, together with the insurance 

claim and Parish Council funds earmarked for youth projects, is sufficient to purchase a new ramp. This has been 

ordered and will be installed behind the PATCH site. It should be in place by the end of June. 

 

The PATCH and skate-ramp are inspected weekly by a Parish Councillor, but if anyone notices a problem in the area, 

please contact a member of the Council. The play area is also subject to an annual safety inspection conducted by a 

professional, external organisation. 

 

Tetsworth Memorial Hall – Caroline Cann  

 
Since its upgrade and expansion, the Memorial Hall has established itself as a much valued village asset. Over the past 

year, we have attracted an encouraging level of regular bookings from the school and groups running sessions on such 

activities as Pilates and dog training, as well as Parish Council and other group meetings. Local residents have also been 

making use of the Hall for private parties and other celebrations. We have also arranged a programme of well-attended 

professional entertainments for village residents and their children. The upstairs office has been let to a local business. 

 

Plans for the refurbishment and upgrade of our kitchen area have been drawn up and tender documents are available 

for potential contractors. However, we have yet to find anyone interested in bidding for the job. An application for an 

SODC grant has also been prepared, but we need two quotations for the work before we can submit it. Suggestions of 

potential contractors would be most welcome. 

 

In slightly longer term, we would like to complete the boarding out of the upper floor. Once this is done, we will be able 

to bring this additional area into use for rental or some other community benefit. 

 

Tetsworth Primary School –Alison Charlton & Adrian Cannon 

 

  Seb Mossop presented the following report in the absence of Alison Charlton (Head-teacher) and Adrian Cannon 

(Chairman of Governors) who were at a School Governors’ Meeting.  

 

Tetsworth Primary School continues to thrive and is currently full with 56 pupils on roll. A high percentage live either in 

Tetsworth or in adjacent villages. It is flourishing as part of the federation created with John Hampden School in Thame 

where Paul Hankey has been appointed Headmaster. 

 

 The links between the Little Kites pre-school and the main school have strengthened over the past 5 years and at the 

present time, we are working on a merger of the two. This will enable the school to cater for pupils from 3 years of age 

and will help us to improve our EYFS provision. 
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Education generally is seeing changes in relation to curriculum expectations, and assessment and tracking. We have 

chosen an online tracking system for our Foundation Stage pupils which parents are able to view at home. For Years 1-

6, we are using target cards with criteria based on year group expectation. These data are then analysed using a web-

based tracking system. 

 

At the end of the 2014/15 academic year, 83% of our Foundation Stage pupils achieved a Good level of development, 

well above the national level of 66% and higher than the Local Authority average. It was also a 3 year high for the school 

and indicates an upward trend. External analysis of our Key Stage 1 results shows that our average point score was 

broadly in line with the national average in Reading and Writing and above in Maths. The same analysis system 

reported that Value Added for our Year 6 pupils was 99.4 in Maths, 100.2 in Reading and 99.3 in Writing. All pupils for 

which there was Key Stage 1 data available had made at least expected progress in Reading, Writing and Maths over the 

course of Key Stage 2. Of these pupils, 2/3 had made above expected progress in Reading and 1/3 in Maths. Our present 

Year 6 pupils have taken the first round of SATs based on the new curriculum, and our Year 2 pupils will be taking theirs 

this week.  

Overall, the school is rated Good by Ofsted and is also recognised at County level as a model for the future of small 

village schools. 

 

We continue to encourage a healthy lifestyle and this has led us to muse our sports funding this year to develop a much 

stronger school-based approach to games and PE. Our sports coordinator has been able to hire in independent coaches 

and teachers giving greater breadth to the skills being covered. He has been active in promoting sports events within 

the John Hampden and Tetsworth Federation of Schools and the Thame Partnership of Schools. In addition, we have 

been able to provide cover so that Mr Surman has been able to take teams to events organised within the county. We 

are proud to be the Small Schools Champions in the City and Thame region for Year 5/6 pupils. From here, we qualified 

for the Oxfordshire finals in football and netball where we finished 7th in the Year 3/4 football final and 4th in the Year 

5/6 netball final. 

 

We continue to develop links within the local community, taking part in village events and making use of village facilities 

such as St Giles Church, the memorial hall and the Village Green. A new venture that our Foundation Stage pupils and 

Year 1 have taken advantage of is the Forest School. 

 

We also took all pupils to the Thame Show where we learned about bee, alpacas and how to shear a sheep. Our key 

Stage 2 pupils participated in the Thame Show Partnership Choir and in December were part of the Partnership 

Christmas Festival of Music. Next month, we will take part in Thame Festival and the Schools Dance Festival. 

 

At a national level, we have participated in initiatives such as World Book day, Children in Need and Sports relief. We 

continue to sponsor the education of a pupil in Gambia and love receiving Hawa’s letters telling us what she is doing 

 

Staff are also keen to develop their skills and knowledge and continue to take advantage of courses and moderation 

opportunities within the Partnership of Schools as well as those provided by the County. Within our Federation, we are 

looking at developing growth mindset strategies. 

 

The community spirit in our school is very strong and we enjoy fostering a family feel amongst our pupils. We have 

recently held our annual sleepover, but this year decided to hold it at John Hampden Primary in Thame. The children 

were able to take advantage of all that their site offers while still being able to enjoy all the features that make this such 

a popular event. 

 

British Values and Culture are an important part of the work in schools and even more so with the Queen celebrating 

her 90th birthday. In recognition of this event, we are holding a Writers Week with the focus on the Queen. This will 

culminate, weather permitting, in a street party to be held in the school playground. As we head into the final term of 

the academic year, we are once again looking forward to Sports day, our Music Evening, Thank You Assembly and 

Graduation Evening. 

 

Tetsworth Primary School welcomes visitors who may want to see our school in action. Appointments to view the 

school can be made via the school office on 01844 281328. 

 



Tetsworth Parish Council  Annual Parish Meeting –23rd May 2016  Page  8 of 11  

  

Tetsworth Primary School Association (TPSA) – Tanith Ridgway 

 

TPSA has continued to raise money for the village school via various methods including a cake stall at the 

Village Christmas Fayre, selling Christmas cards and tea towels designed by the children, running a second 

hand school uniform shop and organising a Phil the Bag scheme which recycles many items including clothes, 

fabrics, shoes and bags. 

 

Our main fundraising events were our annual Quiz Night at the end of February which raised an amazing 

£983, and our Plant Sale last weekend which raised a fantastic £574. Our thanks to everyone involved in 

both events. In fact, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone in their continued support of TPSA. We 
are very lucky to have such a great team of parents and villagers who attend and support our events. 

 

We use the money to top up the Bookhouse account so that staff can continue to purchase books for the 

school, and also to help fund various days out for the children. 

 

Tetsworth Little Kites Pre-School – Seb Mossop  

 
The current pre-school roll is at a good level and is testament to the staff and setting. We were sorry to see Susan 

Roberts leave us during the year, but are pleased to say that Lucrezia (Cre) Green has assumed full leadership of the 

pre-school with the support of her mother, Ruth Green. The staff continue to take advantage of training opportunities 

benefitting both their professional development and the children’s pre-school experience.  

 

Pupils continue to benefit from the ever-closer relationship with Tetsworth Primary School and enjoy an easy transition 

into the Foundation Stage class. We continue to look at further enhancing our links with the school. 

 

The pre-school also collaborates with TPSA in fundraising events and ran stalls at the Village Summer Fete and 

Christmas Fayre. 

 

Tetsworth Trust – Paul Silver  

 

The Tetsworth Trust’s main output is its gift of Christmas hampers to Tetsworth’s Senior Citizens of pensionable age. 

This year, distribution of the hampers included the offer of coffee and mince pies in the Memorial Hall as an alternative 

to delivery to individual homes.  

 

The Trust generates its income by holding Bingo Evenings in the Neighbours Hall at Great Milton on Saturday nights.  

This year, these Bingo sessions celebrate their 50th year of operation since Keith Crump and the cricket club started 

them in 1966. 

 

I would like to thank everyone, and particularly David, who helps at and supports the Bingo sessions. I also give my 

thanks to all who have helped with the assembly and distribution of the Christmas hampers. 

 

Cozens Bequest – Alan Martin  

 
The Cozens Bequest was founded in 1923 as a charity to provide pensions to poor widows and spinsters of good 

character professing the Protestant religion (this restriction was removed in 1991) and living in Tetsworth or adjacent 

parishes. These parishes are Tetsworth, Thame, Great Haseley, Stoke Talmage, South Weston, Adwell, Wheatfield, 

Lewknor and Aston Rowant. 

 

The Charity Commission requires the charity to have 5 Trustees. These are currently Peter Waterson, Martin Paul, 

Carolyn Carr, Alan Martin and Steve Lingard who replaced Simon Thorpe last year. 

 

The charity has for many years provided small quarterly payments to a handful of pensioners living in the ‘Area of 

Benefit’. This year, it reduced to just 2 pensioners as 2 others had recently moved away.   
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The charity had intended to finance the purchase and installation of a defibrillator for the village, but has since been 

advised that SODC might be able to cover the costs. 

 

Tetsworth Sports and Social Club (TSSC) – Anthony Bottone  

 
Concerns over the financial stability of TSSC had led earlier this year to a root and branch review of costs and its 

programme of social events. As a result, the club has made major savings of around £12,000 by running the bar with 

volunteer staff and reducing cleaning costs. It has also reduced its running costs by changing weekly refuse collections 

to recycling (£988 saving), obtaining alternative insurance cover (contents saving £700, building saving £163), and 

changing the internet service provider (£150 saving). 

 

The club has increased its income by putting up membership fees to £15. However, it has also accepted an additional 

cost by subscribing for a PRS/PPL Music Licence at an annual cost of £328.13. The booking of live band entertainment 

was reduced from weekly to monthly, but the committee is currently considering whether it can increase the frequency 

once again.  

 

In terms of equipment to maintain the Green, the club has now purchased a second hand tractor at a cost of £1,500, 

but recouped £450 on the sale of the old one. The club is considering the purchase of wider wheels and tyres for the 

new tractor to enable easier access for cutting grass on softer areas of the Green. The cricket section has had to pay a 

contractor to prepare and maintain the square and it may also have to buy a new mower. 

 

On the sporting front, the club has now established a Sunday football team, while the cricket section has continued to 

field 3 teams. 

 

St. Giles Church and Friends of St. Giles - Carolyn Carr   

 
The congregation of St Giles Church remains small but flourishing under the care of Peter Waterson. We have a regular 

pattern of services throughout the year, with the exception of a few weeks in August. Rev Waterson officiates at 

communion services on the first and fourth Sundays of each month and at the special services at Christmas, Easter, 

harvest and Remembrance. We hold a Morning Worship service on the second Sunday of the month, led by Jeneva 

Paul, and more informal café service on the third Sunday led by Heather Moore. This latter service is held in the side 

aisle of the Church and involves a reading and discussion, accompanied by activities for children, a few hymns or songs 

and quite a lot of chat and cake! The average attendances at our services is still low, generally around 10-12, but the 

sense of community is strong. Attendance at the special services at Christmas and Easter has grown more substantially 

and it is good to see a full Church. 

 

In addition, St Giles Church hosts a number of marriage, Baptism and Funeral Services together with services, 

assemblies and special facilities for Tetsworth School. However, we are concerned that the level of support for our 

Sunday Services is not sufficient to guarantee the long-term future of the maintenance work that the Church requires. 

The contributions from the Friends of St Giles (FOSG) cover the cost of the insurance, with a small surplus to pay for 

minor repairs, and the weekly collection pays the parish share and other bills for the day-to-day running. However, the 

demands of modern society are greater than enabling the door to remain open. We have money from a bequest that 

will enable us to undertake necessary repairs to the box tombs in the Churchyard and to refurbish the electrical wiring 

to the state needed by safety requirements, but more work is necessary to make the Church an appealing place for 

worship and fellowship. We would like to repair the stonework around the door, to refurbish the kitchen, to improve 

the lighting and, ideally, to repaint the ceiling. We are planning to do as much as possible with the money from the 

bequest but it is unlikely to cover everything. In addition, the money we were given for the upkeep of the Churchyard 

will not last for ever. We are now having only the part of the Churchyard immediately round the Church mown regularly 

to make the money last as long as possible. We have occasional upkeep days to clean and tidy the Church and 

Churchyard and are very grateful to those who come along to help. 

 

In summary, support from the FOSG and the weekly congregation keep us ticking over. We hope to be able to do some 

of the necessary repairs, but we will need support from the village to enable the development and improvement to the 

aesthetics and fabric of the building needed to make it the attractive and appealing venue people would like to see. 

 



Tetsworth Parish Council  Annual Parish Meeting –23rd May 2016  Page  10 of 11  

  

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party – Paul Silver  

 
During the autumn, Senior Citizens in the village were canvassed on their menu preference for the annual Christmas 

Party. The options were fish & chips, a cold buffet, afternoon tea or a roast dinner. Once more, fish & chips topped the 

bill and this was served with tea and cakes in the Memorial Hall in December. Wonderful entertainment was provided 

by children from Tetsworth Primary School. 

 

We will be holding our own fundraising events to support the party, but I would also like to thank Tetsworth School, the 

Parish Council, the Village Fete committee and Angie Young, the ASDA Community Life Champion and the ASDA 

Foundation for their continuing support of our Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party. 

 

Planning Issues – Aidan Lynch 

 
Aidan Lynch had taken a leading role in Tetsworth residents’ opposition to the Planning Application for a Traveller Site 

adjacent to the A40 on the road to Milton Common. He continued to take a keen interest in planning matters and 

provided a status report on current development proposals. 

 

Proposed Traveller Site Firstly, a very big thank you to all the contributors who objected to the proposed traveller site 

and for the very high quality of the content posted on the SODC site.  It was a very impressive response from not just 

Tetsworth parish but also from the neighbouring parishes of Great Haseley, Postcombe and Milton Common. Secondly, 

a very big thank you to all of the volunteers who helped in orchestrating the response. There was a faithful and hard-

working group of 10 people who undertook research, helped to deliver leaflets and generally rallied others and helped 

ensure that there was a good honest response from the village and surrounding areas. The decision was made by SODC 

on the 29 February 2016 to refuse the application. At that point the clock for the appeal started running and an appeal 

has to be lodged by 29 August 2016. So, we are close to the halfway point in that time period and no appeal has yet 

been submitted. Please be advised that in the event that an appeal is submitted it will be a challenge to defend, 

particularly as the impact from noise from the motorway was not considered a reason for refusal. In the event that we 

are unfortunate and do have to defend against an appeal it will be a difficult task to have noise reintroduced to the 

process. To date there has been expenditure on professional advice on how best to position the objections. This totals 

£4052.34 gross. Many thanks to two of the more significant contributors to the fighting fund who have shared the cost 

of that fee on the basis that it was the most efficient way to address the payment until it is known whether an appeal is 

lodged. This has been done on the premise that all other promissory notes to make contributions to the fighting fund 

will be called upon in the event no appeal is lodged, so that the costs are evenly distributed. In the event that an appeal 

is lodged, all of the promissory notes and more will be required to fund the defence. At this point. further thanks should 

be given to others who provided free photocopying, time and other resources during the short campaign period. 

 

Mount Hill Farm Planning Appeal The appeal against SODC’s refusal of the Mount Hill Farm application for 39 dwellings 

was heard at a Public Inquiry here in the Memorial Hall a few weeks ago, and the outcome is still not known. It is 

difficult to determine the date on which the inspector will make his decision. The crux of the argument from the 

applicant, i.e. the developer, was that the SODC five-year housing supply plan was not robust. Therefore, it was argued 

that many of the policies within the SODC planning guidance were no longer robust and that permission should be 

granted to provide the housing as planned. It is an unfortunate situation that the governmental pressure for houses to 

be built has led other Inspectors in other cases to grant permission for schemes which are not policy compliant. Should 

the inspector find in favour and grant permission for the development, it vastly increases the potential for other large 

developments around this and other villages. Should the inspector find in favour of SODC it will set a good precedent 

and would redefine the type of development which would be appropriate for the village more in line with the current 

policies. However, please note there is a move nationally to increase the amount of housing around small villages. 

 

Housing Development Proposal for the Car Boot Site A presentation was held in this hall approximately five weeks ago, 

regarding a potential development of around 50 dwellings on the car boot sale field. The developer in this case has 

requested locals to make their comments in writing. On a technical point, that presentation should not be seen as a 

formal consultation with the village. A formal consultation with the village should involve an open forum for debate and 

interaction with key stakeholders. If or when a formal Planning Application is submitted, individuals should respond to 

SODC and the developer either supporting or resisting the development on the grounds of scale and integration into 

the village. 
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SODC Call for Sites Suitable for Development SODC has invited landowners to submit sites considered suitable for the 

development of more than five houses to be included in the overall land availability package. The deadline for this was 

the end of April and several sites were added around Tetsworth. 

 

In summary, there is a major appetite for additional housing and other developments around this village. A robust 

Neighbourhood Plan is the most efficient and effective manner to control development in accordance with the wishes 

of the parish. 

 

11.Open Forum and Questions    
 

There were no questions. 

  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm  

  


